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[he Industry-standard image editor:
a quick tour of Photoshop's interface and features




Photoshop’s interface: overview
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Surrounding the
main image area
are the Tools bar
down the left,
some panels on
the right, and the
Options bar along
the top.
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Move (drag a layer around in your canvas)

Selection tools:

Marquee (select rectangular areas)
[Lasso (draw your own selections)

Magic Wand (select colours and shades)

The tools (on the left):

Eyedropper (sample colours in the image)

Photoshop has many, many tools, but don't
Worry: you can ignore most of them and just
concentrate on the ones picked out here:

Brush (paint the image)
Clone Stamp (paint part of the image into another part)

Hand (grab and move the whole canvas around)
Zoom (click to zoon in, alt-click to zoom out)

Foreground and background colours (used by the brush tool)
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The panels (on the right):

Photoshop also has many different panels for doing different
things, but for now just remember the Layers panel.

This can be made taller by dragging the line between it and the
panel above. Do this to see more layers at once.

You can drag panels you don’t want out of this set and close
them, which can give you more space for the ones you need.

Reset these changes by choosing Window > Workspace from
the menulbar and the ‘reset’ option.
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The Options bar (at the top):

This changes depending on what tool you're using, so check it out as you work.
t lets you adjust how a tool works, for example brush size and strength.
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Key Photoshop feature: layers

Using Layers is the best way to work in Photoshop. Copy-paste an

Image into another ar
drag around the docL

Use the ‘eye’ icons to hide/show laye
‘blending mode’ with the controls at t

d it appears as a new
ment ‘canvas.’

ayer ready to scale and

's. Change their opacity and
ne top of the panel.

You can change their layering order by dragging layers up or down.
Double-click a name to edit the title.

—ffects can be added to layers for easy dro

other tricks. See Layer > Layer Style in the menus.
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Key skill: making selections

The Lasso tool is very si

the tool icon and pic

shape to select it.

mple: just press and drag to draw your selection.
Sut it's REALLY clunky! Use the Polygon Lasso tool instead: press down on
K that from the three options. Click-click-click around a

Shift-click and use selection tools to add more to an existing selection, or
alt-click to carve away at an existing selection.

The Magic Wand tool selects areas of colour and tone that you click on. If

‘Conr

wWho

tiguous’ iIs NOT checked in t
e Image, otherwise it only se

ne Options bar it selects these across the

ects the ‘connected’ areas.

(Hover over a tool in the Tools bar and you can see these helpful examples
and video clips.)

Polygonal Lasso tool | L |

Make selections by connecting
straight lines

Learn more

Magic Wand tool ||

Select an area based on its color.

Learn more

Watch quick video



Key skill: making selections (continued)

Photoshop can make selections for you based on colours Color Range

N the iImage, which can help when you're facing hours of Select: /*Sampled Colors v

click-click-clicking with the
Color Range, then then clic

_asso tool. Choose Select >

< on colour In the image — all

other colours are masked out.

To add more colours to this, choose the eyedropper

sample tool with the ‘plus’ icon a

green that weren’t includec

Click OK to make your selection. Copy this to paste
somewhere, or try choosing Layer > New > Layer Via
Copy to make a new layer with this selection.
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Localized Color Clusters

Fuzziness: 109

Nd click on areas of

ne Fuzziness slider too.

O Selection

Selection Preview: Quick Mask

Cancel

Load...

Save...
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Invert
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Key skKill: layer opacity and blending modes P
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' Overlay v Opacity: 83% v '

Change a layer’s opacity to let what’s underneath show Lock: B,/ < IO @  Fill: 100% v

through. In the Layers panel, click the v button beside the o vy on the riaht
]?Opfﬁty percentage box and drag the slider back and 8 .E S of leaves
. Dimmed area ...d the store
Slending modes let other layers show through in many QI owves on the ground
different ways. The default is Normal; try changing a layer’s
mode to Lighter or Darker to show only the brighter or 65 8l wermve-.phoc
darker areas. Try out different modes by stepping through B remove type...ow dispolay
the blending mode popup menu. Some of the modes are [y remove the bags
more freaky than useful, but the effect depends a lot on  pm,

the colours in your image so try them out. fx O @ m T



Key sKill: layer masks

—rasing parts of a layer allow areas below to show through,
out that is a destructive process. Layer masks are a great

way around this: use a layer mask to hide parts of a layer by

painting black into t
painting white into t

ne mask, and reveal areas again by
ne mask.

Select a layer, then choose Layer > Layer Mask > Reveal Al
to add a mask that doesn’t hide anything. Note the new box

in that layer |
use the Brus

A

A

the Layers

panel: when that box Is clicked,

tool to pair

t black or white wherever you want

to hide or reveal parts of that layer.

Switch between black and white with the curved arrows by
the foreground/background colour blocks in the Tools bar:
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New Photoshop feature: Generative Fill  [IEEESEE:

X

| Properties

The newest versions of Photoshop can use Al to generate ~ [ Generative Layer
iImages Pbased on your selections, optionally with text ‘orompts’ Prompt

to guide it. This can sometimes be incredibly useful, sometimes remove peopie
iIncredibly silly.

The Contextual Task Bar (Window > Contextual Task Bar) shows (% Generate
this option when there Is a selection. Try it, see how the results
look, but remember it's a bit ‘hands free’ so it won’t always do
what you want!

Vv Variations
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Simple exercise: colourise part of an image .

Color Sw atches Gradients Patterns

| Properties Adjustments Libraries

El Pixel Layer

Open an image, then make a new layer: click the + icon in the U—

W 1809 px X 135 px

Layers panel or choose New Layer from the panel’s popup menul. e

A 0.00° v .......

Choose the Brush tool, then in the Options bar click the ‘brush
preset’ icon and make the size around 300 pixels and make sure

the hardness is 0% so it’s a very soft brush:

Pick a colour from the Color panel on the right and paint into this
ayer. It will cover your image, but don’t worry, it's a separate layer. o [ —

v Align and Distribute

Align:

v Quick Actions
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Change the layer’s blending mode to Hue, and the image will be | - - Coacity: 100% ~

Lock: F o/ <& ™ B Fill: 100%

recoloured. Paint more into this layer. Try different colours, and use
the Eraser tool to remove anything not wanted.




O Save a Copy

S aVi n g yO u r WO rk Save Asi Amazing new custom image|psd

2 Applicati...
(Y Documents
© Downloads = v || 33

(= Desktop
Name ~  Date Modified

Gal Pictures
J? Music
i Movies
D Creative...

Save your work regularly in case of problems.
Saving as a native Photoshop document (.psd) is Format: |y photoshos

Save: Large Document Format
best, as other formats will flatten your layers and = e B

Color:

< iCloud Dri... DS
Photoshop EPS

mess up editing later. | o

5 Google D... IFF Format

Save to
. . . . y @ Networ
f this is to go into an InDesign layout that’s all you k JPEG 2000

New Folder JPEG Stereo
Multi-Picture Format

need to do. Give it a good name (be descriptive so 1 pox
Photoshop PDF

you’ll remember it later on) and save it somewhere Photoshop Rau

Pixar
| ' PNG

Og ICa ) Portable Bit Map
Scitex CT

Targa

However, If you want to post this online it needs to

WebP

be a JPEG file: choose File > Save a Copy, and Photoshop DCS 1.0
Photoshop DCS 2.0
choose JPEG from the list of formats.




Hands-on demo time...




